Monster by Walter Dean Myers and The Hobbit

In the books you read characters have needed courage to face a problem. Write to explain
the ways at least two of the characters from at least two of the novels use courage to
overcome the problems that confront them. Be sure to cite specific examples from your
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readings in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?
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The Giver by Lois Lowry, Lost and Found (Bluford), Chicken Soup for the Teen Soul,
Harry Potter, The Princess Bride, The Hobbitt

The characters in the books you read often had to overcome evil in a class good against evil
type of battle. Explain and compare how at least two characters from two of the books
you’ve read manage to defeat evil. Be sure to cite specific examples from your readings in

your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?
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Our Planet, Narnia, Davinci Code, The Shady Deal, The First Immigrants, Forensics,
Among the Hidden (Haddix) , No Country for Old Men, A Boy at War (Mazer), Heroes
Don’t Run, A Boy No More, Coach Carter, Making it Home

In the books you read characters have needed courage to face a problem. Write to explain
the ways at least two of the characters from at least two of the novels use courage to
overcome the problems that confront them. Be sure to cite specific examples from your

readings in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




4 Eileen
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A Thousand Splendid Suns, Invisible Man, 451, Au Pair, Don’t You Forget About Me,
Gossip Girl, Go Ask Alice, The Good Earth, Seventeenth Summer, Princess Bride, The Life
of Pi

You have read a few classics and a few popular Young Adult novels. Compare the two
types of novels. How are classic novels similar too but different from Young Adult novels?
Be sure to cite specific examples from at least two of the books you read to support your

opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Breaking the Code, Lost and Found, Nervous (Zane), The Princess Bride

Three of the books you read have romantic themes. What makes romance magical? Or what
makes romantic stories good ones? Write to explain the characteristics of a good romance
novel, using ideas from at least two of the books you’ve read. Be sure to cite specific
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examples from at least two of the books you’ve read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?
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Eragon, Eldest, Brisinger (series), Ender’s Game, City of Bones, Rise of the Horde, The
Last Guardian, Day of the Dragon, The Gun ,Secrets in the Shadows

Several characters in the books you have read are searching for something: answers,
treasure, justice, etc. Why do we search for things? What do our searching journeys say
about us as people? How can we learn from the searching journeys of characters in
literature? Write to compare the searches of at least three characters from at least
three of the novels you have read. You may address of the previous questions in your
conclusion. Be sure to use specific examples from the novels you have read in your essay.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D

Ideas

Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear

* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.

to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my

* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?

the books MORE

interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?

* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

than answer the
essay question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?
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The Christopher Killer, Goosebumps 30 Tales, Bronx Masquerade, Encyclopedia
Horrifica, Twighlight, Thirsty, The Hobbitt, Princess Bride

You’ve read several books that are suspenseful or that have fantastical creatures in them.
Think about the vampires about which you’ve write and write to compare them. What
makes a strong vampire character that interests readers? Use examples from at least two of

the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Bunnicula, A Child Called It, Gentlehands, The Hobbit, Off the Road

Characters in A Child Called It and Gentlehands must deal with tragedy and hard times.
How do they do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times.
Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.
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Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Paint Me Like | Am, The Hobbitt, Princess Bride
9 | Erelitz

Hennigan | You have not done much reading this semester that was not required, but you have read
both novels for English class. Write to explain the characteristics of “the journey” using

examples from both The Hobbitt and the Princess Bride.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




10 | Jasmine
Herrera

Twightlight, 13 Reasons Why, The Princess Bride, The City of Bones, The Hobbitt,

All of the books you have read feature characters struggling in relationships with others.
Think about what it takes to have a successful relationship with another person. Write to
explain the characteristics of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the

books you have read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




11 | Adam
Hinton

Hamlet, William Shakespeare, Twightlight

Both Hamlet and Twighlight were/are hugely popular. Why do you think that is? Explain
the characteristics of a popular story. Use examples from at least two of the books you have

read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




12 | Chelsey
Kitchell

Pressing Pause, What if All Boys Wanted You, Fast Life, Princess Bride, Avalon High Can
You Keep a Secret, What Did | Do, Size 14 Is Not Fat Either

Several of the books you have read involve girls and their friendships with girlfriends.
What does it take to be a good friend when you’re a teenage girl struggling to fit in? Write
to explain what it means to be a good and true friend. Use examples from at least three of

the books you have read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




13 | Jonathan
Melendez

Bersinger (Eldes series), The Princess Bride

Both of the books you have read involve characters on a quest. What are the ingredients of
a successful quest (journey)? Write to explain what a writer needs to include in a good
quest story. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to support your

opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




The Pact, Crank, Fighting Chance, The Princess Bride
14 | Claudaniel
Michel In the Pact and Crank characters die or come close to it—what causes it? what dangers

threaten the characters in these books and how could they overcome them? Write to explain

how to overcome dangers in life. Use examples from at least two of the books you have

read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




15 | Sebastian
Paeres

Forged by Fire, The Hobbitt

Teenagers face difficult situations and have to learn to grow and overcome them. Write to
explain the problems you feel are most difficult for young people as portray in Forged by
Fire. In your conclusion you might want to address how reading about these problems helps
teenagers to overcome them in real life. Choose examples from the book(s) you’ve read

and your own experience to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




16 | Tiffany
Petillo

Lucas, The Princess Bride, Slam

The Beatles once sang, “All you need is love.” Is that true? Take a position on the
statement “All you need is love.” Use examples from the books you have read to support

your opinion on the subject.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Harry Potter, Earagon, Eldest, Desert Corral, The Hobbit

You have read several books with magical or fantastical elements in them. What makes a
good fantasy story? Dragons? Magic? Write to explain the elements of a good fantasy.
Choose examples from the books you’ve read and your own experience to support your

17 | Jesse
Pierre

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




18 | Kanisha
Robinson

The Coldest Winter

The book you read deals with some tough subjects: drugs, violence, sexuality. How can
teens prepare themselves to make the right choices? Write to explain why teens should
avoid drugs (and other dangerous behaviors) and live the straight life. Use examples from
your reading to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




19 | Quincy
Ross

Flames of the Tiger, Killing Mr. Griffin, Among the Hidden, What Are You Afraid Of?, The
Princess Bride

Several of the characters in the books you have read have fears—some of the characters
overcome their fears. How can we deal with our fears? Write to explain how to deal with
fear in life. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to support your

opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




20 | Chris
Santiago

Harry Potter, The Hobbitt

In light of what you learned in English about the hero’s journey, what type of hero is Harry
Potter? Does his status as a hero change throughout the series? Apply the three elements of
the hero’s journey (separation, transformation, and return) to Harry Potter and discuss how
and why these novels fit the journey pattern. Use specific examples from the novel to
illustrate each step in Harry’s journey.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




21 | Alex
Sarria

End Game, A Child Called “It””, What Jaime Saw, Kisses & Lies In several of the books
you have read, characters have had to have courage to overcome trauma. Some of the
trauma your characters have encountered is based on real-life events, other traumas they
have faced are fictional. Regardless of the basis, write to explain how these characters
face their fears, endure trauma, and overcome hardships. Use specific examples from

three of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




22 | Kevin
Villatoro

The Lightening Thief, The Host, Pendragon, Twighlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking
Dawn, Chicken Soup for the Teen Soul, The Body of Christopher Creed

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it ethical for Edward to turn
Bella into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the
issue based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples

from your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




1 | Camila
Angulo

Twighlight, Ender’s Game, Series of Unfortunate Events 1-7, Heidi, Bud Not Buddy, Lupita
Manana, Pride & Prejudice, New Moon, The Princess Bride

You have read several of the Lemony Snicket books this semester. Critics argue that the 1.
“Baudelaires are intelligent, resourceful children who enjoying inventing and reading. No
matter what happens, they will always find some solution to their problems, even though
more bad things are just around the corner.” Critics also say that 2. “though the books
portray bleak events, they are ultimately humorous.” Choose either one or two and write
to analyze and support the opinions of the critics. Use specific examples from the
books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




2 | Jimmy
Ball

Imitate the Tiger, The Kinghts of Hill Country, The Princess Bride, Quiet Strength

What makes a winning team? A winning football player? Write to explain the
characteristics of a player and or team that has integrity. Use examples from at least two of

the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




3 | Shelby
Bowen

Paint Me Like I Am, 10 Poems to Change Your Life, the Princess Bride

Can poetry change your life? Does poetry inspire people to become? Write to explain how
poetry can inspire teens to overcome obstacles they face in their lives. Use examples from

both of the poetry collections you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




4 | Anamaria
Cardona

Twighlight, New Moon, La Fuerza de Shecoid, Things Not Seen, Anthen

What makes Twighlight and the series so appealing to teens? Write to explain why the
Twighlight series appeals to today’s teens. Use examples from all of the books in the series

that you have read.

Scoring Rubric

A B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good

full of important, start. You can see

interesting detail. where he/she is

* Does my paper stick | headed.

to * Do | have good but
the main point? general information?

* Did | choose * Are details that

interesting and specific | summarize the plot

details from at least 3 mixed in with

books | read? interesting ideas | have

* Does my knowledge | from the books?

about the topic and my | * Did I include some

books show? information that | don’t

really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




5 | Darrel
Isaac

Brothers in Arms, Escape from Slavery, A Boy at War, A Boy No More, Heroes Don’t Run

What does it take to survive a war? Write to explain how the characters in the books you
have read survive—what characteristics do they have that help them survive? Use examples

from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




6 | Chris
Johnson

The Gun, Ghost Recon, Princess Bride

How can teens overcome obstacles. Write to explain how the characters in at least two of
the books you have read overcome obstacles. Be sure to use specific examples from your

reading in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




7 | Natalie
Martinez

13 Reasons Why, Armageddon Summer

What drives people to do things other think crazy? Consider the tough situations the
characaters in the books you have read have faced. How did they get through it? What in
their personalities helped them? Write to explain how teens can overcome tough or rough
times. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
ldeas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space or do |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas
* Does my knowledge | from the books? about the question?
about the topic and my | * Did I include some * What am | trying
books show? information that | don’t to say?
really need?
Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readersto | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how I arranged my predictable, weak, or * Did | use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




Imitate the Tiger, Knights of Hill Country
8 | Sidney
Matos What makes a winning team? A winning football player? Write to explain the

characteristics of a player that has integrity. Use examples (or nonexamples) from at least

two of the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Alex
O’Connell

The Body of Christopher Creed, Among the Hidden, Earagon, The Gun, Pendragon,
Ender’s Game, The Hobbitt, The Princess Bride

Several of the books you read are suspenseful or adventurous. What makes a good
adventure of suspense? Write to explain the qualities of a good adventure or suspense story.
Be sure to use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




10 | Tracy
Palma

Harry Potter: Goblet of Fire, Sorcerer’s Stone, Camber of Secrets, Prisoner of Azkaban,
Order of the Phoenix, Premonitions, How They Met and Other Stories, The Princess Bride,
Twighlight

You’ve read several books, namely the Potter series, that follow the hero’s journey pattern
about which you learned in English. Apply the three elements of the hero’s journey
(separation, transformation, and return) to the Harry Potter series and discuss how and why
these novels fit the journey pattern. Use specific examples from the novels to illustrate each

step in Harry’s journey.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




11 | Karen
Patino

Twighlight, New Moon, 13 Reasons Why, Even If it Kills Me, Stuck in Neutral, Eclipse, Life
in the Fat Lane, Chinese Cinderella

You’ve read several books that deal with serious issues (suicide, cerebral palsy, disease,
abuse). Even Bella and Edward have their issues to deal with. How can teens deal with
serious issues in their lives? Write to explain ways to deal with serious issues using
examples from at least three of the books you read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




12 | Luisa
Vargas

Among the Hidden, Tears of a Tiger, A matter of Trust, Princess Frog, The Watson’s Go to
Birmingham

Racism or prejudice plays a role in several of the books you read. How can we fight racism
or prejudice in our own lives? How did the characters overcome it? Write to explain what
you have learned about facing and overcoming prejudice from the books you have read. Be
sure to use examples form at least three of the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Harry Potter, Angels and Demons, The hobbit, The Princess Bride
13 | Seanye
Perkins You’ve read several books whose settings are magical and wonderous. In which magical

world would you like to live? Choose one and explain why you would prefer to live there

rather than in the settings from the other books. Use specific examples (or nonexamples)

from at least two of the books you have read.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Girls in Love, 13 Reasons Why, Avalon High, Twighlight
14 | Natalie
Ramos You’ve read several books that feature friendships or relationships. What makes teen
relationships go bad? What makes them good? Write to explain the two sides of teen
relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
Ideas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
* Did I choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space ordo |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas
* Does my knowledge | from the books? about the question?
about the topic and my | * Did I include some *What am | trying
books show? information that | don’t to say?
really need?
Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readersto | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how | arranged my predictable, weak, or *Did | use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




15 | Yashira
Ramos

Street Love, Paint Me As | Am, Skeleton Man, 13 Reasons Why, Chinese Cinderella

How can teens overcome hard times? The character in 13 Reasons Why must figure out
why his friend committed suicide and then he has to deal with it. Write to explain what you
learned about dealing with loss. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read

to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Robinson Crusoe, Maximum Ride 3, How to Draw Hip Hop, Someone to Love Me, A
Matter of Trust, The Princess Bride, The Hobbitt

Several of the characters in the books you read have adventures of some sort. Think about
real life adventures and fantastical adventures. What makes an adventure exciting? Write to
explain the elements of a good adventure story. Use examples from several of the books

16 | Isaac

Rodriguez

you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear

* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.

to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my

* Did I choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?

interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

than answer the
essay question?

to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




17

Veronica
Rodriguez

Twighlight, New Moon, Exlipse, Breaking Dawn, And then There Were None, Armageddon
Summer, Thirteen, 23 Minutes in Hell

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it wrong for Edward to love
Bella or to turn Bella into a vampire? Take a position on these issues based on religious,
ethical or moral beliefs. Use examples from your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




18 | Anamaria
Rolon

Incalzable (Inexcusable?), Back Stage Pass, Twighlight, Kicked Out, Talk to You Later

You have read books this semester, which involve female characters who have to be strong
in order to get what they want or overcome hardship. Write to explain how to main
charcters overcome their hardships or get what they want. What strengths do the girls
share? How do their strengths enable then to learn something and to find some joy even in
the darkest of times? Use specific examples from the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




19 | Roberto
Rosado

Maximum Ride, Touching Spirit Bear

In both of the books you read, the main characters must fight against something in order to
survive. What else does it take to survive? Write to explain what it takes to survive difficult
or even dangerous situations. Use examples from your reading to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Charmed, Deadline, Truth, Watchers Last Stop (?)
20 | J.P.
Sojo What would you do if you if you lost your father? Think about what happens in The
Watchers last stop and in Deadline. Write to explain the losses that teens face and how to

deal with loss. Use examples from at least 2 of the books you have read to support your

opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




21 | Irmary
Soto

Fake 1.D., Club Dread, Charmed, Horror Stories (?), The Anatomy of a Boyfriend, La Vida
de Prostitucion, The Princess Bride

Several of the books you have read deal with characters facing tough times (running away,
murder, etc.) or difficult situations. How do they survive them? Write to explain what you
learned about dealing with tough times from your reading. Be sure to use examples from at

least 2 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




22

Juan
Carlos
Torres

Give a Boy a Gun, Boot Camp

At least one character in each of the books you have read does something wrong. How do
they make up for their wrongs (some of which are actual crimes)? What can you learn
about making up for wrong doings from reading? Write to compare how at least two
characters deal with or suffer for the wrongs they commit; conclude your essay by
commenting on what you have learned about making up for wrongs from your reading.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




1 | Aaronique
Anthony

Prom, Life in the Fat lane, Homeboys, Kicked Out, Among the Hidden, Annie of My Mind,
Skin I’m In, Princess Bride, Lust, Refuge Cove, Who Owns Kelley Paddick

You have read several books that deal with teens in difficult situations. The novels you read
this semester have strong female characters who face difficult problems. Based on your
reading, discuss the problems you feel are the most difficult for young qgirls to face. Choose
examples from at least 3 of the books you have read as support for your response

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Jose
Belalcazar

Monster, Tears of a Tiger, Forged by Fire, Princess Bride, Hobbitt

In several of the books you have read this semester the main characters have needed take
responsibility. Some of the characters have had to take responsibility for their own actions;
others have had to take responsibility for their own survival and still others have had to take
responsibility for friends or family. Think about all of the ways the characters you read
about are responsible. Write to compare how at least two of the main characters from at
least two novels you have read act responsibly. In your conclusion you may want to
comment on what you have learned about taking responsibility from your readings. Be
sure to cite specific examples from at least 3 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




3 | Brian
Bostic

The Walking Drum (Lamore), Touched by Venom, Beowulf, Special Foreces in Action, The
World of the Medieval Knight, Boot Camp

You have read several books where characters embark on an adventure. Think about the
adventures the characters in your books complete. What did they need to succeed? What
did they arm themselves with in terms of emotions and supplies? Write to compare how at
least two of the main characters from the novels you have read prepare themselves for their
adventures. Be sure to cite specific examples from at least 3 of the books you have read in

your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




4 | Juan
Gaona

Right Behind You, Battle of Jericho, Stree Love (Myers), Everst (Korman), Tears of a Tiger
(Draper), Memory Boy, Bronx Masquerade

In many of the books you have read, teenagers face difficult situations and have to learn to
grow and overcome them. Write to explain the problems you feel are most difficult for
young people as portrayed in these books. In your conclusion you might want to address
how reading about these problems helps teenagers to overcome them in real life. Choose
examples from the books you’ve read and your own experience to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




5 | “Chase”
Gardener

The Gun, Princess Bride, The Hobbitt, Until We Meet Again, Tears of a Tiger, Forged by
Fire, Stanger Next Door

In several of the books you have read, teens in urban situations must deal with poverty or
violence. Often the characters rely on their friends for help and support. Write to explain
how surrounding yourself with good, helpful friends can help a teen overcome bad
situations. Use examples from at least 3 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




6 | Manuela
Gavira

My Antonia, 13 Reasons Why (Asher), The First Part Last (Johnson), Charmed, The Secret
(Spanish), Twightlight, Troy

Several of the books you have read have lessons in them that we can learn for life. What
lessons have you learned from the books you have read? Write to explain the life lessons
you’ve learned from the books you have read. Be sure to use examples from at least 3 of

the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




7 | Albert
Gonzlez

Red Dragon (Harris)

What makes a good suspense novel? Think about the book you have finished this semester
and write to explain the qualities of a good suspense novel. Be sure to use examples from

your reading in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Twighlight, Thunderbowl, Armaggedon Summer, Death Wind
8 | Miguel
Gonzalez | Several of the characters in the books you have read must overcome obstacles. How do
they do it? Write to explain how people can overcome the obstacles they face. Use

examples from at least two of the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




9 | Ryan
Hossain

Princess Bride

What makes a good adventure novel? Think about the Princess Bride. Is it a good
adventure novel? Why or why not? Take a position on the issue and use examples from
your reading to support your opinion. If you have read other books this semester (as |

expect) then use those in your essay as well.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




10 | Sophia

JeanBaptiste

Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, What Happened to Cass McBride, New Moon, Face on the Milk
Carton, Shattered

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it ethical for Edward to turn
Bella into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the
issue based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples

from your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




11 | Aren
King

Touching Spirit Bear, Cross (Patterson), Monster, The Secret, Princess Bride, Hobbitt,
Tribulation Force #2, Gotta Get Signed, Double Cross

Teenagers face life threatening situations and have to learn to deal with them. Based on
your reading and your own life experiences, discuss how teenagers and children overcome
life threatening problems. Even if it means living with death, what do kids do to survive?
Write to explain lessons can kids who are struggling can get from reading these types of
books. Choose examples from the books you’ve read to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D

Ideas

Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear

* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.

to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my

* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?

the books MORE

interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?

* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

than answer the
essay question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




12 | Michelle
Lopez

Crank, Twighlight (Meyer), Buttermilk Hill, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, Princess
Bride, Hobbitt

You have read several of the Twighlight series books. Do you think Edward’s love for
Bella is real and true? Should they be together or is it wrong of Edward to let the
relationship continue. Take a position on the relationship between Edward and Bella. Use

examples from your reading to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
ldeas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space or do |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas

* Does my knowledge | from the books?
about the topic and my | * Did I include some

about the question?
* What am | trying

books show? information that | don’t to say?
really need?

Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readersto | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how I arranged my predictable, weak, or * Did | use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?

natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




13 | Julien
Lubin

Deadline (Crutcher), A Thousand Splendid Suns (Hossein), Forged by Fire (Draper)
Teenagers face life threatening situations and have to learn to deal with them. Based on
your reading and your own life experiences, discuss how teenagers and children overcome
life threatening problems. Even if it means living with death, what do kids do to survive?
Write to explain lessons can kids who are struggling can get from reading these types of
books. Choose examples from the books you’ve read to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




14 | Shenica
Lubin

Who Owned Kelly Paddick, Monster, Party Girl (Ewing), Drive By (Ewing), Child Called It
(Pelzer)

What gets kids in trouble? Several of the books you have read feature teens or children in
trouble. How do they deal with it? What can they do to prevent trouble or overcome it?
Write to compare how two (or more) of the characters in the novels you have read
overcome their situations. Use examples from 2 or more of the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




15 | Mercedes
Mansfield

Among the Hidden, Monster (Myers), Princess Bride, The Hobbitt, The Luckiest Girl in the
World (Leverson?)

What gets kids in trouble? Several of the books you have read feature teens or children in
trouble. How do they deal with it? What can they do to prevent trouble or overcome it?
Write to compare how two (or more) of the characters in the novels you have read
overcome their situations. Use examples from 2 or more of the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




16 | Damian
Mantilla

The Dare (Stine), Remnants (Applegate)

Both of the books you read are suspenseful or adventurous. What makes a good adventure
of suspense? Write to explain the qualities of a good adventure or suspense story. Be sure
to use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




17 | Jessica
Merino

The Dog Ate My Homework (Holbrook), Diary of Anne Frank, Flowers for Algernon, Party

Girl, Christmas Box, The Notebook

Most of the characters you read about must deal with tragedy and hard times. How do they
do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times. Use

examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




18 | Crystal
Orta

13 Reasons Why (Asher), Paint Me Like I Am, Among the Hidden, Armageddon Summer,

Twighlight, Chinese Cinderella

Most of the characters you read about must deal with tragedy and hard times. How do they
do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times. Use

examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




19 | Taylor
Philpot

Kicked Out, Bad Girls in Love, He/She Poems (Holbrook), Face on the Milk Carton
Most of the characters you read about must deal with tragedy and hard times. How do they
do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times. Use

examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




20 | Adele
Pierre

The Notebook, Twighlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, Danielle Steele: Answered
Prayers, Zoya, Jewels, Summer’s End, Ghost, Secrets, Passion’s Promise, Wanderlust,
Palomino, No Greater Love, Going Home, Now & Forever, Peeps (Westerfeld), Life is
Fire, If You Come Softly (Woodson), What My Mother Doesn’t Know (Somes), Kicked Out,
Loving (Steele), Lust, The Mermaid

You have read a lot of romance novels this semester. What makes up a good romance
novel? Write to explain the qualities of a good romance novel. Be sure to use specific
examples from at least 3 of the books you have read as support for your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




21 | Kelsey
Riker

No More Pranks, Face on the Milk Carton, Monster, Hope Was Here, Hit Squad, Born
Blue (Nolan), Princess Bride, Hobbitt

In several of the books you have read, the characters must have hope in order to survive
difficult situations. How important is hope? Write to explain the importance of hope. Use
specific examples from at least 3 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




22 | Melissa
Rojas

Stargirl, Escape from Slavery, Crank, Twighlight, Love Stargirl (Spinelli), New Moon,
Goosechase, Monster, paint Me Like | Am, No More Sad Goodbyes, The City of Ember,
Charmed, Lust, The Notebook, Deadline, Hollywood Hills

Many of the characters you read about must deal with hard times and difficult situations.
How do they do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times.

Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Crank, Soldiers Heart, Rumblefish, Maximum Ride

Many of the books you’ve read feature stronged willed characters who encounter danger in
the world. How do they face it? Write to explain how to face danger and live to tell about it.
Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

23 | Christian
Romero

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




24 | Carol
Rondon

Lilly’s Ghost, Twighlight

Both of these books deal with relationships. What makes a good relationship? Write to
explain the characteristics of a good relationship based on your reading. Use examples from

both of the books you have read in your resposen.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




25 | Austin
Suarez

Crank, Glass, 13 Reasons Why, Among the Hidden, Impulse, Princess Bride, Hobbitt
Teenagers face difficult situations and have to learn to grow and overcome them. Write to
explain the problems you feel are most difficult for young people as portray in Crank,
Glass, and 13 Reasons Why. In your conclusion you might want to address how reading
about these problems helps teenagers to overcome them in real life. Choose examples from
the book(s) you’ve read and your own experience to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D

Ideas

Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear

* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.

to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my

* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?

the books MORE

interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?

* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that I don’t
really need?

than answer the
essay question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how I arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Among the Hidden, Twighlight, Prom

26 | Allison What makes a good relationship? Write to explain the characteristics of a good relationship
Torres based on your reading. Use examples from at least 2 the books you have read in your
response.
Scoring Rubric
A B C D
Ideas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is

full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




27 | Valerie
Payano

Monster, 13 Reasons Why, Street Love, Until We Meet Again, Narnia

What social issues are the most troubling to teens? Poverty? Suicide? Violence? Write to
explain the social issues that teens face and must overcome if they are to survive. Use

examples from at least 2 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




28 | Christian
Padilla

Holes, Among the Hidden, We Beat the Street, Slam, Hobbitt, Princess Bride

Several of the books you have read features teens who succeed no matter the odds agains
them. How can teens succeed in a hostile world? Write explain the emotional/personal
characteristics it takes to succeed. Be sure to use examples from at least 2 of the books you

have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




1 | Nylia
Abraham

Don’t You Dare Read This Mrs. Dumphries, Go Ask Alice, Shoot

You have read books this semester, which involve characters who have to be strong in the
face of tough times. Some succeed and some, like Alice, fail. Using specific examples
from your readings ,write to compare how to face troubling times and learn to overcome
them. What strengths do both of they share? How are they weak? What can real teens
learn about overcome hard times by reading these books? Use specific examples from the
books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




2 | Angie
Alzate

Twighlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, Prom, Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants,
Go Ask Alice, Tears of a Tiger, Maximum Ride, If | Stay

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it right for Edward to turn Bella
into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the issue
based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples from
your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




3 | Jacky
Bernal

Imitate the Tiger, Don’t You Dare Read This, Tears of Tiger, Boot Camp, Forged by Fire,
Darkness Before Dawn, Rhymes with Witches, Chicken Soup for the Soul, Princess Bride,
Hobbitt

You have read books this semester, which involve characters who have to be strong in the
face of tough times. Some succeed and some, like Andy, fail. Using specific examples
from your readings ,write to compare how to face troubling times and learn to overcome
them. What strengths do both of they share? How are they weak? What can real teens
learn about overcome hard times by reading these books? Use specific examples from the

books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
ldeas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
* Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space or do |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas

* Does my knowledge | from the books?
about the topic and my | * Did | include some

about the question?
*What am | trying

books show? information that | don’t to say?
really need?

Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readers to | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how | arranged my predictable, weak, or *Did | use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?

natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




Javier
Berrios

Chronicles of Narnia, Raven & Other Poems, Memory Boy, Knights

Many of the characters in the books you have read have special gifts. Write to explain
special gifts people have and how to use them for good. Use examples from at least 2 of the
books you have read in your response.




Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Encyclopedia Horrifica (no other titles read?)
5 | Diego
Rendon What’s really scary? Write to explain what’s really scary—is it made up things like
monsters and ghosts or real life things like drugs and violence? Be sure to cite examples

from at least 3 of the horrific things about which you have read this semester.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




6 | Kim
Cruz

Twighlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Wicked Lovely, So B It, Rhymes With Witches, Breaking
Dawn, The Interruption of Everything

All of the books you have read feature characters in relationships (romantic or friendly)
with others. Think about types of relationships teens have and what it takes to have a
successful relationships with another person. Write to explain the types and characteristics
of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to

support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




7 | Kristen
DeGuzman

Things Left Unsaid, The Straight Road to Kylie, Breaking Dawn, Princess Bride

All of the books you have read feature characters in relationships (romantic or friendly)
with others. Think about types of relationships teens have and what it takes to have a
successful relationships with another person. Write to explain the types and characteristics
of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to

support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




8 | Filipe
Della Dea

Crack Back, Watchers Last Stop, 13 Reasons Why, 911 (Graphic Report)

How can teens overcome hard times? The character in 13 Reasons Why must figure out
why his friend committed suicide and then he has to deal with it; In Crack Back the boy is
almost bullied by his father and injures another player. Write to explain what you learned
about standing up to the negative forces of life. Use examples from at least two of the

books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




Ryan
Dhaniram

Ender’s Game, Deadline (Crutcher), Life Halo, What Can | Do Now (Nursing)

How would you live life differently if your life were threatened? Write to explain how
people live life differently when they face hard times (death, war, etc.) Would you do what
the characters in Ender’s Game or Deadline did? Why or why not? Use specific examples
from your reading to talk about how you would live your last year similarly or differently.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




10 | Erick
Diaz

Stuck in Neutral, 13 Reasons Why, Thunderbowl, Montmorency, Heroes Don’t Run,
Monster, A child Called It, The Lost Boy, A Long Way Gone

Several of the books you read deal with teens facing violence or abuse. What types of
violence and abuse do teens face? Write to explain violence/abuse and how teens can live
through them or overcome them. Use examples from at least 3 of the books you’ve read in

your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




11 | Ashley
Donovan

Send Me Down a Miracle, Secrets in the Shadows, A Matter of Trust, Cinnamon girl, Flip,
The Princess Bride, Hobbit,

You have read books this semester, which involve characters who have to be strong in
order to overcome hardship. Write to explain the hardships teen face and what they can do
to overcome them. What strengths do the characters share? How do their strengths enable
then to learn something and to find some joy even in the darkest of times? Use specific

examples from at least 2 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




12 | Nyasia
Gaona

A Matter of Trust, Angus, Thongs and Full Frontal Snogging, Teen Ink #2

What do teens care about? Write to explain the issues that are most important to teens. Be

sure to use examples from at least 2 of the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




13 | Ana
Garcia

Straight Road to Kylie, Someone Like You, Annie’s Baby, Scorpions, The Christopher
Killer, Finding Katie, Flowers for Algernon, Princess Bride

All of the books you have read feature characters in relationships (romantic or friendly)
with others. Think about types of relationships teens have and what it takes to have a
successful relationships with another person. Write to explain the types and characteristics
of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to

support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




14

Janelle
Ginyard

Twighlight, Someone Like you, New Moon, Twin Dilemma, Eclipse, Picture of Hollis
Woods, Island of the Blue Dolphins, Chicken Soup: The Real Deal, Breaking Dwan,
Premonitions, Love Stargirl, The Ice Queen (Hoffman)

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it ethical for Edward to turn
Bella into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the
issue based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples
from your reading to support your position.




Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




15 | “Boomer”
Johnson

Drive By, A Long Way Gone, Deadline (Crutcher), Monster, The Hobbit, The Princess
Bride

You’ve read several books that have violence or hard times in them. How can you survive
violence or hard times? Write to explain the hard times teens face and how they can get
through them. Use specific examples from your own experience and at least 2 of the books

you have read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




16 | Savo
Kuzet

Inmitate the Tiger (Cheripko), Tears of a Tiger, Jake Reinvented, The Bronx Masquerade,
Contender, The Hobbitt, Endgame, The Princess Bride

Several of the books you’ve read feature strong male characters. What does it take to be a
strong male (physical, emotional and or spiritual characteristics)? Write to explain the
characteristics teen boys should develop in order to become strong men. Use examples
from at least 3 of the books you’ve read in order to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




17 | Andrea
Leal

Wake, Holloywood Hills, Bad Girls in Love, Twighlight Series (all 4), Avalon High, How to
Be Popular After Summer, Lust, First Kisses, Gossip Girl, The Girls, Pretties, Uglies,
Specials, Extras, Dead Until Dark, Super Sweet 16, How Not to Spend Your Senior Year,
Flip, The Scorpion, (many more titles)

All of the books you have read feature characters in relationships (romantic or friendly)
with others. Think about types of relationships teens have and what it takes to have a
successful relationships with another person. Write to explain the types and characteristics
of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to

support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




18 | Alexa

Maldonado

Tears of a Tiger, How to Be Popular, Harry Potter 1, 2, 3, 4, The Pact, Fullmetal
Alchemist, Death Note 1-2, Fullmetal Alchemist, Twighlight, new Moon, Eclipse, Brfeaking
Dawn, XXXHottie, The Bad Beginning, The Reptile Room, Vampire Knife Fight (and
more), the Clique, Gossip girl, The Host, Just Listen, The DaVinci Code, A Child Called it,
The Glass Castle (more title)

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it ethical for Edward to turn
Bella into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the
issue based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples

from your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




19 | Nautica
Matos

The Dare, Who Owns Kelly Paddick, The Hobbitt, Among the Hidden, Flowers for
Algernon

How can teens overcome hard times? The characters in several books you’ve read must
figure own why their friends have changed and deal with it. Write to explain what you
learned about dealing with change. Use examples from at least two of the books you have

read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Ripley’s Believe It or Not, Kicked Out (Orca), The Real Deal (Teen Ink)
20 | Nathalie
Maury What real life situations do teens have to face? Write to explain the “real deal” that kids

face and how they meet the challenges. Use examples from at least 2 of the books you have

read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




21 | Patricia
Mercedes

Lost & Found, Stuck in Neutral, Hope Was Here, Kicked Out, Twilight, Uglies

In several of the books you have read, the characters must have hope in order to survive
difficult situations. How important is hope? Write to explain the importance of hope. Use
specific examples from at least 3 of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Crank, Glass, Monster, Impulse, Identical, Saying Goodbye to Christina,
You’ve read several books that deal with serious issues (suicide, murder, teen parenthood).
Write to explain ways to deal with serious issues using examples from at least two of the

22 | Michaela
Mettellus

books you read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




23 | Amy
Murillo

13 Reasons Why, Sweetblood, Who Owns Kelly Paddick, Pretties, Specials, Tough Trails,
Kicked Out, Specials, Twilight, New Moon, Making It Home

In the Pretties series, friends betray one another. What should you do to be a good and true
friend? Is Tally a good and true friend to anyone? Why or why not. Take a position on this
issue and use examples from at least 2 of the books you have read in order to support your

opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




24 | Bernardo
Ortiz

Incantation, Stuck in Neutral, Death Wind

Many of the characters you read about must deal with tragedy and hard times. How do they
do it and survive? Write to explain the characteristics of surviving hard times. Use
examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




25 | Ricardo
Reyes

Imitate the Tiger, Deadline, Tears of aTiger, Twilight, Forged by Fire

Which relationships are the most important to teens? Family?Friends? Coaches?
Girlfriends? Several of the books you read show teens struggling in or between
relationships. Write to explain which relationships are the MOST important to a teens life.
Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Hatchet, Tears of a Tiger, Boot Camp, Holes, Imitate the Tiger
26 | Carlos
Roman You have read several novels that have "survival™" themes: Hatchet, Boot Camp, Holes,

Imitate the Tiger. What have you learned about the characteristics it takes to survive? Use

specific examples from at least 2 of your novels to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Stuck in Neutral, Battle of the Pyramid, Memory Boy, Nightmare Academy
27 | Hung
Truong Many of the characters in the books you have read have special gifts. Write to explain
special gifts people have and how to use them for good. Use examples from at least 2 of the
books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
Ideas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
*Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space ordo |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas
* Does my knowledge | from the books? about the question?
about the topic and my | * Did I include some * What am | trying
books show? information that I don’t to say?
really need?
Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readers to | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how | arranged my predictable, weak, or *Did I use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




28 | Ismael
Carpio

Imitate the Tiger, Harry Potter, Forged by Fire

In several of the books you have read this semester the main characters have needed take
responsibility. Some of the characters have had to take responsibility for their own actions;
others have had to take responsibility for their own survival and still others have had to take
responsibility for friends or family. Think about all of the ways the characters you read
about are responsible. Write to compare how at least two of the main characters from at
least two novels you have read act responsibly. In your conclusion you may want to
comment on what you have learned about taking responsibility from your readings. Be

sure to cite specific examples from your readings in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
* Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




29 | Jeff
Laurent

Princess Bride, The Beasties

The characters in The Beasties are told to stay away from things in the forest, but they go to
them anyway. Teens in today’s world are told to stay away from things too, but they don’t.
Write to explain why people do not stay away from things they know can hurt them. Use

examples from the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




1 | Fred
Alcin

Monster, Tears of a Tiger, Brothers in Arms, The Fallen

In several of the books you have read this semester the main characters have needed take
responsibility. Some of the characters have had to take responsibility for their own actions;
others have had to take responsibility for their own survival and still others have had to take
responsibility for friends or family. Think about all of the ways the characters you read
about are responsible. Write to compare how at least two of the main characters from at
least two novels you have read act responsibly. In your conclusion you may want to
comment on what you have learned about taking responsibility from your readings. Be
sure to cite specific examples from your readings in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D
Ideas Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear
* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.
to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my
* Did I choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?
interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing
details from at least 3 mixed in with than answer the to fill space ordo |
books | read? interesting ideas | have | essay question? have real ideas
* Does my knowledge | from the books? about the question?
about the topic and my | * Did I include some * What am | trying
books show? information that I don’t to say?
really need?
Organization Writing is so easy to Readers can follow Writing is not easy | Writing is just a
follow it’s like there’s | the writing pretty to follow. bunch of ideas
a road map. well. * Do | have a thrown together.
* Do | invite readers to | *Is my lead/introduction *Do | have a
read my paper with a lead/introduction that sets up the flow | lead/introduction?
strong lead? interesting? of the writing? * Are my ideas in
* Are readers *Are my ideas in “good | *Are my ideas in random order?
compelled to keep enough” order? random or any kind | * Will my readers
reading because of * Are my transitions of order? get lost?
how | arranged my predictable, weak, or *Did I use
ideas? boring? transitions
*Do | use strong but consistently?
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?




2 | Allison
Bass

Twightlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, dateable, Dimarco & Lookadoo, Rhymes
With Witches, Myracle, Thirsty, Next Summer, Last Summer, After Summer (Abott),
Forever

Are all vampires the same? What makes them different? Think about the vampires about
which you’ve read and write to compare them. What makes a strong vampire character that
interests readers? Use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




3 | Jordan
Borrero

City of Bones, Princess Bride

Several of the books you read are suspenseful or adventurous. What makes a good
adventure of suspense? Write to explain the qualities of a good adventure or suspense story.
Be sure to use examples from at least two of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




4 | Anky
Caillahua

Among the Hidden, Breathe, Paper Towns, The Body of Christopher Creed

Several of the books you have read involve teens on a quest to discover something. What
do they discover about themselves or others? What can readers learn about themselves by
reading these kinds of books? Write to explain and compare the discoveries at least 2 of the
main characters from the books you have read. Use specific examples from your reading to

support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




5 | Camila
Cleto

Gossip Girls, Poison Ink, Bronx Masquerade, Go Ask Alice, Princess Bride

Some of the books you have read feature girl characters who are mean to each other. What
can a girl do when others are mean to them. Write to explain meanness teens face and how
to overcome meanness. Use examples from at least 2 of the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




6 | Alisa
Cooper

Breaking Dawn, How I Live Now, Comrades of the Night, Gossip Girl, Thirsty, Wolf
Tower, The Princess and the Hound, Sun Witch, East, Sticky Fingers, Brisinger, Don’t
Look Behind You, Iron Side, Rivers of Zadda, Standing Still, The Story of a Girls, You
Know You Love Me, Pendragon: Rivers of Zada, The Debs: Love, Lies and Texas Dips,
After the Rains

Do vampires really exist? What about witches? Is magic real? You’ve read several books
this semester that deal with unbelievable subjects or themes. Unbelievable subjects from
magic to oddities to time travel are fascinating! Write to explain how books like these
(Breaking Dawn, Brisinger, Pendragon, etc.) make the “unbelievable” believable. Use
examples from your readings to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A B C D

ldeas

Writing is clear and Writer is off to a good | Writer needs more | Writing is
full of important, start. You can see information and a | confusing and does
interesting detail. where he/she is clearer focus. not have a clear

* Does my paper stick | headed. * Do | wander from | point.

to * Do | have good but the topic of my * Did | focus on the
the main point? general information? question? topic of my

*Did | choose * Are details that * Do | summarize question?

interesting and specific | summarize the plot the books MORE * Am | just writing

details from at least 3
books | read?

* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

than answer the
essay question?

to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




7 | Elba
De La
Torre

Twighlight, New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn, The Notebook, Things Left Unsaid, If You
Come Softly, Datebale, Pandora, Crank

You have spent a lot of time with the Twighlight series. Is it ethical for Edward to turn
Bella into a vampire or does she lose her soul in becoming one? Take a position on the
issue based on religious, ethical or moral beliefs of either of the characters. Use examples

from your reading to support your position.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




8 | Bianca
Deoto

Avalon High, What’s Hot, Summer Island, Princess Bride, Love in the Corner Pocket,
Dates, Mates, Cosmic Kisses

All of the books you have read feature characters in relationships (romantic or friendly)
with others. Think about types of relationships teens have and what it takes to have a
successful relationships with another person. Write to explain the types and characteristics
of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the books you have read to

support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




9 | Latchmie

Dwarkanauth

No titles listed on card but has read more than 25 books

You have read a few books this semester that fall into the category of historical fiction.
Based on the books you’ve read, what specific elements do you see making up this genre
(type of writing)? What do these books all have in common? What do you think makes
these books so interesting? Write to explain the difference between a good historical novel
and a bad one. Cite specific examples for the books you’ve read this semester to support

your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




10 | Jeannette
Figueroa

Avalon High, Uglies, Party Girl, A Matter of Trust, The Face on the Milk Carton, Go Ask
Alice

You have read books this semester, which involve female characters who have to be strong
in order to overcome hardship. Using specific examples from your readings and write to
compare how the central female characters overcome their hardships. What strengths do
the girls share? How do their strengths enable then to learn something and to find some joy
even in the darkest of times? Use specific examples from the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




11 | Chris
Gotera

The Dare, Snitch, TuPac Shakur

Two of the books (The Dare and Snitch) you read are suspenseful or adventurous. What
makes a good adventure of suspense? Write to explain the qualities of a good adventure or
suspense story. Be sure to use examples from at least two of the books you have read in
your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Cut, Jinx, Death Note 1, The Key to the Golden Fire Bird, Dreamland
12 | Jasmine
Lloyd You enjoy reading manga and reading books about real life issues teens face. What do the
two types of books have in common. Write to explain the similarities between manga and
teen books about real life issues. Use specific examples from at least 2 of the books you

have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




13 | Paula
Loaiza

Breaking Dawn, Life in the Fat Lane, Lily’s Ghost, Me the White House & Abraham
Lincoln’s Ghost

You have read books this semester, which involve female characters who have to be strong
in order to overcome hardship. Using specific examples from your readings and write to
compare how the central female characters overcome their hardships. What strengths do
the girls share? How do their strengths enable then to learn something and to find some joy
even in the darkest of times? Use specific examples from the books you have read in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




14

Laura
Lopez

13 Reasons Why (Asher), The Christopher Killer, The First Part Last (Johnson)

You’ve read several books that deal with serious issues (suicide, murder, teen parenthood).
Write to explain ways to deal with serious issues using examples from at least two of the

books you read to support your opinion.




Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




15 | Andrea
Martinez

Someone to Love Me, Wicked Lovely, Identical, Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul: School

In the books you’ve read several of the girl characters compete with one another and aren’t
always nice. How can girls stay true to themselves? What difficulties do teen girls have to
deal with at school or in their lives that can be tough (mean people, drugs, bad boys, etc)?
Write to explain the difficulties teen girls face and how they can overcome them. Use
examples from at least 2 of the books you have read and your own experience in your

response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?
*Will my readers
get lost?




16 | Sanja
Mrkajic

A Thousand Splendid Suns (Hossein), Twighlight, Scorpo, Brothers in Arms, Where the Red
Fern Grows

You’ve read books that feature very different cultures (foreign, urban and rural). Write to
compare and contrast two of the cultures about which you’ve read. Be sure to define what
each culture is and allows—what makes up the culture? What are the expectations for
women, men or children in the culture? Use specific examples from at least 2 of the books
in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




17 | James
Perez

Escape from Slavery, Ripley’s Believe It or Not, Fighting for Wrestling, Mad

To fight or not to fight, how should people overcome obstacles in their lives. Write to
explain whether or not fighting and violence is the way to overcome obstacles. Use
examples from at least 2 of the books you have read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




18 | Sarah
Rivera

Marked, (series), Twighlight

You’ve read several books that are suspenseful or that have fantastical creatures in them.
Think about the vampires about which you’ve write and write to compare them. What
makes a strong vampire character that interests readers? Use examples from at least two of

the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




19 | Cynthia
Rojas

Among the Hidden, Tears of a Tiger

Characters in the novels you have read both have to face their fears. Write to explain fears
your characters face and how teens can overcome their own fears. Use examples from your

reading to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




20 | Jason
Salazar

Classic Tales of Terror (Scholastic)

What’s really scary? Write to explain what’s really scary—is it made up things like
monsters and ghosts or real life things like drugs and violence? Be sure to cite examples

from at least 3 of the scary stories you have read this semester.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




21 | Ezequiel
Sanchez

Fastback Beach, Good & Evil, Heat, Monster

Teenagers face difficult situations and have to learn to grow and overcome them. Write to
explain the problems you feel are most difficult for young people as portray in these books.
In your conclusion you might want to address how reading about these problems helps
teenagers to overcome them in real life. Choose examples from the books you’ve read and

your own experience to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

*Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




22 | Kathy
Supan

100 Excuses for Kids

What’s your excuse for not reading? Write to explain the excuses teens find for not reading
as much as they should or as much as teachers assign. Use examples from the books you

are assigned or expected to read to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose
interesting and specific
details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge
about the topic and my
books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to
follow it’s like there’s
a road map.

* Do | invite readers to
read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




23 | Alexa
Torres

Ripley’s Believe It or Not, The Dog Ate My Homework, Twighlight

Twighlight’s Bella must choose between Edward or Jacob. Who is the stronger or better
boy? Take a position on the subject as you compare Edward and Jacob. Be sure to use

specific examples from your reading to support your opinion.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




24 | Ricardo
“J” Torres

Twighlight, Maximum Ride (Patterson), New Moon, Cyptids, What Happened to Cass
McBride, The Gun

You have read several books where the main characters get into trouble. Do they get out of
it? How? Write to explain the troubles teen face and how they can overcome them. Use
examples from at least three of the books you have read in your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




25 | Karen
Vera

A Walk to Remember, Among the Hidden, Prom, Short and Shivery, Twighlight, New Moon

All of the books you have read feature characters struggling in relationships with others.
Think about what it takes to have a successful relationship with another person. Write to
explain the characteristics of good relationships. Use examples from at least two of the

books you have read to support your opinions.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




26 | K.Drion
Williams

Circque du Freak series, Traffic (Giles), What Happened to Cass McBride, Ripley’s
Believe It or Not, How to Draw Hip Hop, Amazing Discvoeries, Cryptids, Twighlight

Do monsters really exist? Is magic real? You’ve read several books this semester that deal
with unbelievable subjects or themes. Unbelievable subjects from magic to oddities to time
travel are fascinating! Write to explain how books like these make the “unbelievable”

believable. Use examples from your readings to support your response.

Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

ldeas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books I read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

* Did I include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space ordo |
have real ideas
about the question?
* What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*Is my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

* Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




Scoring Rubric

A

B

C

D

Ideas

Writing is clear and
full of important,
interesting detail.
* Does my paper stick
to

the main point?
* Did | choose

interesting and specific

details from at least 3
books | read?
* Does my knowledge

about the topic and my

books show?

Writer is off to a good
start. You can see
where he/she is
headed.

* Do | have good but
general information?

* Are details that
summarize the plot
mixed in with
interesting ideas | have
from the books?

*Did | include some
information that | don’t
really need?

Writer needs more
information and a
clearer focus.

* Do | wander from
the topic of my
question?

* Do | summarize
the books MORE
than answer the
essay question?

Writing is
confusing and does
not have a clear
point.

* Did | focus on the
topic of my
question?

* Am | just writing
to fill space or do |
have real ideas
about the question?
*What am | trying
to say?

Organization

Writing is so easy to

follow it’s like there’s

a road map.

* Do | invite readers to

read my paper with a
strong lead?

* Are readers
compelled to keep
reading because of
how | arranged my
ideas?

*Do | use strong but
natural transitions
between and within
paragraphs?

Readers can follow
the writing pretty
well.

*1s my
lead/introduction
interesting?

*Are my ideas in “good
enough” order?

* Are my transitions
predictable, weak, or
boring?

Writing is not easy
to follow.

* Do | have a
lead/introduction
that sets up the flow
of the writing?
*Are my ideas in
random or any kind
of order?

*Did | use
transitions
consistently?

Writing is just a
bunch of ideas
thrown together.
*Do | have a
lead/introduction?
* Are my ideas in
random order?

* Will my readers
get lost?




