Book Recommendations

High Interest Fiction

	Grade
	Title
	Author

	9
	Speak
	Laurie Halse Andersen

	
	Breathing Underwater
	Alex Flinn

	10 
	Touching Spirit Bear
	Ben Mikkaelsen

	
	Monster
	Walter Dean Myers

	11
	The Perks of Being a Wall Flower
	Stephen Chbosky

	
	The First Part Last
	Angela Johnson

	12
	House of the Scorpion
	Nancy Farmer

	
	The Battle of Jericho 
	Sharon Draper*


* Tears of a Tiger, Forged by Fire, and Darkness Before Dawn all by Sharon Draper are consistent hits with students
Fiction With Content Connections
	Grade
	Title
	Author
	Content Connection

	9
	Soldier X
	Don Wufflson
	History - WWII

	
	Running Out of Time
	Haddix
	connections to early American history

	10 
	Glory Field
	Walter Dean Myers
	Multi-perspective, historical scope from slavery to Vietnam

	
	The Breadwinner: An Afghan Child in a War Torn Land.
	Deborah Ellis
	World history

	11
	Bronx Masquerade
	Nikki Grimes
	Harlem Rennaissance poets

	
	Numbering All the Bones
	Ann Rinaldi
	Civil War; Andersonvill prison in S.W. Georgia

	12
	The DaVinci Code
	Dan Brown
	history, art, religious history

	
	Fallen Angels
	Walter Dean Myers
	Vietnam


· Any book by Beatrice Sparks: mature subject matter, language—but  books, or an author rather, that gets students reading and discussing important social issues/conflicts—Go Ask Alice is the classic story of a runaway drug user, other Sparks novels feature HIV/AIDS in It Happened to Nancy, eating disorders in Kim Empty Inside, cult worship and suicide in Jay’s Journal, 

Nonfiction

	Grade
	Title
	Author

	9
	Guts
	Gary Paulsen

	
	Phineas Gage
	John Fleischman

	10 
	Our America: Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago
	LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman

	
	Fire
	Sebastian Junger

	11
	Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting By in America
	Barbara Ehrenreich

	
	Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story
	Ben Carson, Mr. Cecil Murphey

	12
	Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All American Meal
	Eric Schlosser

	
	Into the Wild
	John Krakauer


For students that are reading below grade level in any grade:

The Bluford Series published by Townsend Press

Buy these books for $1.00 each at www.townsendpress.com
-urban issues without bad language

-high/low books that students devour!
Orca Soundings series from Orca Publishers

http://www.orcabook.com/SoundingsFrame.htm
-high/low series written for high school students

-teen issues without bad language

-written at low reading levels (2.0- 4.5 reading levels)

-very short
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